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Chapter I

1.1
INTRODUCTION

In the benchmark of greatness mankind is unique. Pursuant to a gradual process of quest and attainment man feels an innate urge to express himself at the end. Whenever around the world the light of civilization has kindled and social life has been built to fulfill the basic needs for his survival, man has found a path to pleasure of festivities for begetting a beauteous mindset and also for enjoying respite from the dins and bustles of active life. Therefore, it can be said with impunity that the concept of recreation has been in vogue since time immemorial.

Recreation is mainly related to organised activities during a recess period. It is that part of the leisure time when a man involves himself in such physical, mental and social chores as world provides him pleasure and satisfaction during the time at his command. Like work, love and prayer recreation too has been included in the human activities since the beginning of the civilization. At every stage of civilization and creation man has found the avenues for self-expression and development through recreation. Hence recreation in respite is a right of every human being.

But the modern times have gradually isolated man. Life has assumed a tremendous speed. Having been utterly engrossed with his self-recreation turns out at times to be dependent upon individuals. The multi-faceted needs of the society and the family beside the economic trend, have been usurping recreational time from man. While, on the other hand, any conscious human being unhesitatingly admits the overall importance of recreation on the physical, mental and intellectual development of a man. The all out effort in the third world countries in order to achieve the standard level of economic development has been practically limiting the desire and capability of man to take care of his mental development as well. Such an endeavor to transform man into a mere production component like a machine has been causing multifarious human debacle in our society. Even though in some cases economic security is attained the element that works in confidence and trust building in the mutual relationship between individuals, has been gradually declining.

The universal declaration of the United Nations on Human Rights, while endorsing the imperative necessity of rest and recreation stipulates therefore in Clause 24 that everyone has a right to rest and recreation. This right includes a reasonable limit to working hours and causal leave with pay. Clause 27(a) provides that everybody has the right to unfettered participation to ethnic cultural life and practices in fine arts (Universal Declaration on Human Rights, UN Information Centre, Dhaka). Clauses 15 and 15(c) of the Constitution of Bangladesh it is said that among the major fundamental responsibilities of the State will be gradual augmentation of productivity through planned economic development and firm improvement of the material and cultural standard of people’s life and living so as to ensure attainment of the following facilities for the citizens: reasonable rest, recreation and right to respite.
On the other hand, in accordance with clauses 127(1) and (2), clauses 128 and 129 in section A of the City Corporation Ordinance of 1983 under the Local Government it has been stated that among others, the city corporation has to bear responsibility to provide outdoor recreational facilities (trees, park, garden forest). Besides, clause 135 of the ordinance provides that the City Corporation holds the responsibility to encourage games, sports, cultural functions, maintain and protect historical places within the city, create such opportunities for recreation of the citizens and to provide financial support wherever needed. In clause 136 responsibility has also been affixed upon the City Corporation to install library for the public and to make due publicity on its usage by them. 

The level of modernization of a country depends on healthy and planned urbanization. Making the residential environment of the city more attractive would not mean creation of residential facilities or construction of high-rise buildings alone. Along with them it is also necessary to create such an environment where adequate recreational facilities for the citizens would be available. Paucity of sufficient sports and recreational facilities creates annoyance among the youth and consequently they are exposed to intriguing exploitation by vested political interests who find it convenient to utilize them in fanning up agitation (Rahim 1968: 144). For the purpose of extricating oneself from the humdrum and monotony of the busy urban life and from the oppression of living within a limited area in literal confinement it is essential to effect development of adequate recreational facilities for the citizens. This would provide them scope for relaxation when they are tired and fatigued (Hussain 1968: 272-273).

In this manner the social planners have been considering the indispensability of an adequate hygienic recreational facility for the mental and physical welfare of the community. The town planners are therefore to keep in view in their plans these three aspects: (a) economy (b) skill and  (c) elegance. For the purpose of human habitation a city must be topmost in terms of skill, effective from economic point of view and visually attractive and beautiful (Islam, Nazrul (ed) Urbanization, Urban Planning and Development and Urban Governance, CUS, Dhaka, 2001, p.143).
Two decades subsequent to independence the urban population has increased by over 6 percent per annum. In 1991 the total urban population of the country was 22.46 million, which comprised 20.15 percent of the entire population of Bangladesh (Islam, 2001).
But this scenario of urbanisation became all the more alarming when it turned out to be based mainly in a few cities. In 1991 again the level of urbanisation in greater Dhaka was 51.64 percent. When 50 percent of the total urban population of the country living in four major towns Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna, Rajshshi are combined, 30 percent of total urban population stay in Dhaka alone. From such level of urbanisation it is palpable that the inhabitants here are infested with numerous socio-economic and ecological problems.

The aspect of recreational facilities for the rapidly growing community in Dhaka City is often ignored in the urban plan. Keeping pace with the population boom there has been scarcity of land for human habitation, unplanned land use and weak management and control over such use can be attributed to the present restricted opportunity for recreation in Dhaka City. The Chairman of the Department of Geography and Environment, Dhaka University Dr. Baqui says that there is a parameter for a modern city. Primarily the provision of recreation is retained in country’s urban plan but in case of implementation it is still being given less importance.
A notable part of the large population of Dhaka belongs to the middle class. Though in terms of number the low income group of people is in majority, yet it is also true that the middle class wields a bigger impact on policy formulation, planning and on implementation process and they form the most conscious part of the society. In respect of the existing recreational facilities, particularly out of door facilities, the thinking of the middle-income group of the community is important. The reason is that, through it the aspect of the mental comfort of this most conscious part of the society can be known on one hand and on the other, a comprehensive idea about the outdoor recreational facility in the city can be obtained. Considering all these aspects Democracywatch has recently conducted a research on the recreational facilities for the middle class of the Dhaka City. The students of the Democracy Training Programme (DTP) took part in this research.

1.2
BACKGROUND

1.2.1
Justification of the Research
People of this country have to remain ever busy at fulfilling daily needs of life. The matter of recreation is hence an ignored aspect both at individual and organizational level. Yet recreation has been recognized as a fundamental human right nationally as well as internationally. Even though enough research has been made in the developed countries, similar research on recreation in Bangladesh has been so far very scarce and insignificant. Particularly, research work on recreational facilities in Dhaka city has been far less. Inadequacy of information in respect of the framework for recreation in Dhaka city with one crore population has encouraged the concerned authority to conduct this research. It has already been stated that the middle class comprises the most conscious part of the society. So, the community belonging to the middle-income group has been the central subject of this research.

1.2.2 
Issue
Due to the ever-increasing economic activities Dhaka today has turned into a busy city. True that Dhaka continues to ensure means of sustenance for its inhabitants but in lieu she is losing  her ecological balance. A cursory look at the newspapers reveals dazzling apartments, shopping centers and skyscraper office buildings and in the same breath persistent encroachment of the lakes or forced squeezing of parks and gardens. The open places where the citizens have opportunities to meet are also being reduced. According to reports in the daily Janakantha on March 20, 2002, a market has been erected piercing the boundary wall of Gulistan Park with the approval of no one other than the Mayor himself. Agitation programmes have been undertaken at different times on protection of environment of Gulshan Lake. Daily Jugantar in its feature on April 21, 2002 presented a vivid description on how the residents of old Dhaka were being deprived of recreation through forcible occupation of play ground, park, club etc. and by pollution, eventually resulting into a state of waywardness among the youths.

Not only park, lakes, other areas of outdoor recreation, such as, library, museum, drama stages and cinema halls are not able to meet the needs for extricating oneself from the monotony of the daily life. The historical monuments in Dhaka city are also about to be damaged with the passage of time. Excepting a few, the new generation has no knowledge about most of these historical sites. Pitiable conditions of those historical places in Dhaka are often reported in the newspapers.

Still then, if those places were properly maintained they could provide spots for rest and recreation to the citizens. Side by side, it could enhance the prestige and status of the country as a heritage conscious nation. The subjects stated above have brought to fore the problems in the outdoor recreation for the middle class of Dhaka City as an issue to the researchers.

1.3
OBJECTIVE AND PERIPHERY

OF THE RESEARCH
Recreation is mainly a rest time based activity. In time of respite the type of recreation one would select depends much on his income, age, gender and on the overall social environment. Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed, Director of Biswa Shahitya Kendra says that subject to one’s age and taste variation in recreation takes place. Reading of books with cheap literary values can provide some sort of pleasure as would Tagore’s novels do; the point is how one derives entertainment and from where. There is of course an interaction among the conditions for recreation, available provisions and natural, social and cultural environment. The subject is more clearly presented through the flow chart below:
Figure 1

Relation Between Demand, Supply and Social, Natural and Cultural Environment


Due to technological improvements various implements for recreation and entertainment are available on hand at home. Recreation is therefore a subject of vast magnitude and diversity. People meet their recreational needs through different physical, social perspectives of Bangladesh and keeping in mind the inhabitants of Dhaka city the aspect of recreation can be classified according to the figure below. With indoor recreation the society or the state has lesser relationship besides it’s having no direct involvement. For this reason and since the objective of the research are to understand the recreational facilities in Dhaka the outdoors facilities comprising its effective scope.


Figure 2

A Picture of Recreational Facilities in Dhaka City


Research Objectives
1. To identify the outdoor recreational facilities in Dhaka city.

2. To ascertain the present condition of the outdoor recreation areas.

3. To verify the level of satisfaction or dissatisfaction among the middle class in respect of the areas of outdoor recreation.

4. To highlights the needs of the middle class with regard to outdoor recreation and to highlight their suggestions.

1.4
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In all four methods were used for collecting necessary information and data for this research:

a. Review of Research Publications 

b. Observation Method 

c. Opinion Survey and 

d. Expert Opinion.

1.4.1
Review of Research Publications

In order to get primary knowledge and conceptual understanding, all local and foreign books and publications and articles as were available in respect of recreation were collected and reviewed. Besides, different books published on different locales/places of recreation in Dhaka were reviewed. A list of all books and publications/articles thus reviewed has been appended to the book reference.

1.4.2
Observation

At the first instance a list of the recreational facilities in Dhaka controlled by the government and others was prepared. There after, through a checklist their present status, operational system, maintenance etc were physically observed at site as far as possible. With a view to giving the observation a practical and static feature all these areas were photographed and video-graphed.

1.4.3
Opinion Survey

An opinion survey was conducted on the middle class citizens of Dhaka as to their views about the outdoor recreational facilities in the city. In this case, those who had a family income between Tk. 10,000.00 and Tk. 25,000.00 were taken to be belonging to middle class.

On the basis of discussion with the experts the questionnaire was drawn up and in this case assistance from relevant authorities was taken. Besides, questions related to recreation some personal information form the respondents were collected.

Before proceeding on to the main survey, pursuant to provisions in the rules in vogue the questionnaire framed for the survey was pre-tested on a representative number and on that basis was sent for collection of information with necessary modification. 50 areas under 20 thanas within the city corporation were selected through random sampling. Any person, male or female, 18 years or above in the family was this interviewed after every 10 houses. In this way 901 respondents were interviewed by an average of 18 persons from each area.  For the purpose of editing and processing of the filled in questionnaires Data base FoxPro and for analysis statistical package SPSSPC+ were used.

1.4.4
Expert Opinion

Besides above, interviews were taken of a number of Urban Experts, Social Scientists, and Educationist.

1.5
RECREATION: THEORETICAL ANALYSIS

Rest and recreation hold a significant role in physical, mental and intellectual development. Particularly when in the modern society rest and recreation is being recognized as a principal catalyst to improving the physical, mental health of the people and their overall living standard. At one stage after having worked continuously man seeks to be relieved of the stress of work. Such type of respite provides inspiration to him for resuming subsequent chore. Here lies the difference between machine and human being.

What is recreation? Different people have defined it in dissimilar manner. Some definitions of recreation are given below:

The philosophical aspect of recreation surfaced even in the work of the scientific minded thinker of 4th century B.C Aristotle- the aim of nature is not only to build man with skill for work, rather, is to make him fit for a cultured retired life. Rest is a mirthful state by its own qualities and our active life also cannot go without it (Sardar Fazlul Karim, Politics of Aristotle, Chapter 3 P. 361-362, Bangla Academy). But mere blank rest cannot be trended for a goal in our life. That will have to be full and intelligible rest. Hence Aristotle considers the knowledge to utilize leisure period by any man as vastly important (Darbesh Ali Khan, Political Thinking of Plato and Aristotle, Nanroje Kitabisthan Dhaka, p. 357-358).
Dr. John H Finlay has given an all-pervasive definition of recreation. The word recreation denotes all types of games and includes independent chores like music, drama, handicraft etc. even though ordinarily they are treated as games but pursued in the interest of developing the life standard. (Duther. D. George, Introduction to Community Recreation, N Y 1968).
Recreation means those socially recognized activities from which man can make his leisure time more lively and attractive selecting them according to his own choice (Mckay etal, 1996).

Activeness occurring during leisure time is recreation (Clawson and Keetsch, 1966: 6).

Recreation is that part of agility in which a person takes part at will prompted by satisfaction or pleasure during leisure time and the elements those help personality building (ideal, desire, fear, trust, attitude, etc.) have an ultimate impact on recreation (Meyer and Briybttill, 1959).

Recreation is a pseudonym of freedom. When man gets tired amid multifarious work he seeks relief from such fatigue. That may be possible relaxing by the lakeside, reading books, enjoying drama or visiting park. It can be generally said that without recreation mental development of a human being doesn’t occur. The mental developments of a man are of two types: a. pleasure derived through the senses, that means something liked by seeing alone (e.g. dance, song, etc) and b. The pleasure of the world of senses (Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed, Director, Biswa Shahitya Kendra, Dhaka).

If due to hard work or anxiety the body and the mind get tired the chore that contains the fatigue and restore energy again is called recreational effort (William R S, Psychological Approaches to the Study of Leisure Bulletin of the British Psychological Society, 1977, 30).

The activities taking place at outdoors during leisure time are called recreation, which mainly effects enhancement of the working power and intellect. In the perspective of the physical, mental and social needs recreation may be necessary for individual or collective purposes (Johnstorr, 1986).

An equation related to recreation as enunciated by Doell and Twardzik: 26-27 provides an explanation on recreation:

A + Pc + T + C → P (± An ± Ac ± Rc)


En (± Mn ± Phy ± Em)


+ Ra ± Im ± Sa

= R

Here, 

A = Any human activity 

Pc = Occur at any place 

T = At any time 

C = Regardless of the circumstances 

P = Pleasurable response 

An = Anticipation 

Ac = Actual Activity 

Rc = Reflection of the activity 

En = Enriching Experience 

Mn = Mental 

Phy = Physical 

Em = Emotional 
Ra = Rationally Chosen 

Im = Individual Morality 

Sa = Social Acceptability 

R = Recreation 
That means in the consideration of individual honesty or social acceptability (Im ± Sa) irrespective of place (Pc) or time (T) or circumstances (C) Recreation (R) is the collective results of any mental activity (A) rationally selected (Ra) creating pleasurable response (P) and its enriching experience (En). Pleasurable response (P) is a unit of anticipation (An) or actual activity (Ac) or of the reflection of (±) of the three. And enriching experience is a unit of the good effect of the mental (Mn) or physical (Phy) or of the emotional or may be a type of combined feature of the three.

1.5.1
Varieties of Recreation

To which type of recreation one would participate depends on his physical income, age, sex, physical and mental conditions, etc. Recreation can be of different types. It can either be individually or collectively. Again recreation can be physical, mental and social or a combination of all the three. Subject to time we can divide recreation into two parts: a. Indoor recreation- watching TV, listening music, reading books, domestic rendezvous, playing computer games, etc. and b. Outdoor recreation- visiting park, lake, picnic spots, etc. Outdoor recreation can again be of two kinds: Local- different recreational facilities available locally, such as, library museum, zoo, open space, play ground, etc. Regional- the places which are located in the remote areas of the town, e.g. picnic spot, historical place, scenes and sceneries by the river side, etc. 

Figure 3

Relationship Between People’s Recreation Trend and Other Socio-economic Conditions

Source: Ahmed Saima, p. 95

1.5.2
Necessity of Recreation

Instinctively, since the beginning of the creation there is a deep relationship in human mind with the environment of nature. At one stage man gets tired with the city environment built artificially and he feels an innate urge within to go near to the nature. Among the younger generation the necessity of recreation is more palpable than in the elders because this age is for work, a period for creating something. In the opinion of some researchers recreation plays a remarkable role in holding up the youths from going ashtray and restraining them from other criminal activities (Clauson and Kmetch 1966: 29). The Leidel Foundation of Canada conducted a research on the recreation facilities for the youths hinting on four hypotheses that guide policy options:

· Human development- paucity of constructive recreation outdoors creates negative impact on the mental development of the youths.

· Civic qualities- Non availability of such recreational facilities as would proffer opportunities for interaction of the youths with others deter development of civic qualities in them.

· Problems in participation- Youths do not take part these days in the necessary constructive recreation as would help their human development and building civic qualities.

· Inadequate facilities- Due to inadequate recreational facilities the youths are not participating in recreational chores and fine arts. These four suppositions bring up two distinctive features (measures) in the relationship between adolescence and recreation. Firstly- Impact of recreation upon the biological, social, mental and civic quality development in the youths. Secondly- Social, economic, cultural and political impediments to participation in recreation by the youth.

Figure 4

Probable Relationship Between Recreation and Its Effects
Source: Beauis Caroline, Literature Review on Learning Through Recreation CORN Discussion Paper FTOS, P. 4

1.6
URBAN GOVERNANCE: THEORETICAL CONCEPT

Owing to the expansion of economic activities vis-à-vis the impact of industrialization people from other places converge in some areas of the country with the expectation to derive financial and social benefits. In this mainly the process of urbanization commences. The degree of urbanization thus is particularly indicative of the degree or level of modernization of a country. A country is considered economically much developed against the size and extent of urbanization taking place there. But in the context of the developing countries, the aspect of urbanization in Bangladesh does not indicate the development that way. In consequence of economic globalization, democratization and policy of decentralization and on the other hand, the failure of the local government to contain the problems of over population, poverty, environmental degradation etc. locally, more importance is being attached to strengthening the process of city administration. The weaknesses in city management and lack of good governance have given rise to crimes in an intriguing proportion in the major cities and towns of Bangladesh and the city environment has declined to an abhorring state. On the other hand, employment opportunities, higher/improved education and facilities of information technology have been the reasons due to which rapid influxes of people into the towns and cities have been impossible to stop. The trend of the process of city administration is basically intertwined with the concept of “governance” and hence this concept needs to be explained.

1.6.1
The Concept of Governance

In recent times, the concept of governance is being considered as a subject for essential addition to the strategies of the development policy. The issue of governance started finding an inseparable place in the development policy strategies since early nineties. The concept of governance is even today unclear and has been a controversial subject due to various interpretations. So there is yet to be a universally acceptable definition of governance. It may be noted that, narrowly viewed, governance is taken for the programme undertaken by the executive wing of the state, that is the government (legislative assembly, judiciary etc.) and here, individual sector and civil society are not included. In the latest clarification, governance has been assumed to be the social, political, administrative and economic activities through which the executive wing of the state (government, legislative assemble, judiciary), local government structure, different groups of the public, local community, business- trading sector undertake programmes. It also includes organisations of males and females, which meet the daily needs of the people and ensure sustainable development. Actually, the aim of governance or administrative process is to enable the state gain the confidence of all under it. The other object is to develop its citizens into more civilized and mutually tolerant in their attitude (Unnayan Padakkhep, 22nd edition, Jan-March, 2001).
In terms of such social perspective, good governance means a participative system where those vested with the responsibility to govern on behalf of the people, they inspired by their highest goodwill to the people they represent, make all out endeavor for the welfare of the people, remain engaged at solving their problems and for making their lives more lively, satisfactory and of course more enjoyable. The principles those lie at the root of good governance are (a) participation, (b) parity or equality, (c) sustainable condition, (d) transparency, (e) effective policy and (f) rule of law. To lead the society towards human development governance will have to be based on these basic principles. 

1.6.2
Urban Governance Process

Urban governance is a part of the local government of a country. Local government facility is both urban and rural centered. The urban-based local government facility is known as urban governance.

The present structure of local government comprises four tiers, such as, District Council, Upazilla Council, Union Council and Village Council. Parallel to this four-tiered local government structure there are yet two local urban governances in existence. They are: City corporation (for the four big metropolitan areas) and Municipality (253). Other urban centers are run under the Union Councils.

A description of the administrative structure of the cities in Bangladesh is given below:

a) Municipal Government: City Corporation, Municipality, Cantonment Board etc.

b) Special Development Authority: RAJUK (Rajdhani Unnayan Kartipakkhya), CDA (Chittagong Development Authority) KDA (Khulna Development Authority), RDA (Rajshahi Development Authority).

c) Authorities Formed for Special Purposes: Dhaka Water and Sewerage Authority (DWASA), Chittagong Water and Sewerage Authority (CWASA), House Building Finance Corporation (HBFC), Dhaka Electric Supply authority (DESA), Local government Institutes (LGI).

d) Special Bodies of the Government: Public Works Division Housing and Rehabilitation Directorate (Board of Directors) Urban Development Directorate (UDD), Directorate of Public Health and Engineering (DPHE), Local government Engineering Division (LGED), Department of Environment (DoE)

(Source: Urban Governance in Asia).

The big towns of Bangladesh have to face all the common problems encountered by the main cities and towns of the world. Such as increase of population, poverty, housing, environment related problems, etc. In urban governance scarcity of skilled manpower, lack of honesty and accountability, financial insolvency, absence of coordination among the urban authorities and between them and other related divisions of the government etc. have made good governance of the cities quite difficult today.

Although the city corporation is an elected body it is yet to have sufficient accountability and transparency. Dhaka City Corporation has certain organizational problems. One of those problems has been its limited power in the mater of urban planning. Besides the city corporations are involved in the development of Dhaka City. About 16 ministries and 40 different departments/Boards of Directors are included in it. Among them, Rajuk, Dhaka WASA, DESA, TITAS, DoE (environment directorate), Industry and Commerce Ministries, etc. are directly involved. 

According to urban expert Dr. Nurul Islam Nazem, since it is not possible for Dhaka City Corporation to ensure all the services, WASA, DESA, Roads and Highways, Rajuk have been assigned to provide their respective service facilities. But as a result it is observed that there being no coordination in the work of these organisations the actual implementation of the work is not being properly done. Whereas, urban governance itself implies their concrete efforts to accomplish works properly.

Chapter II
DHAKA: AN OVERVIEW
Dhaka is one of the ancient cities in South Asia. Having been located in the middle of the country Dhaka has been enjoying an advantage since long from economic and social point of view. Basically, among the other towns and cities in this region Dhaka has expanded comparatively faster.

a.
History of Dhaka
Perhaps at first Dhaka was a part of the plains, later was included in Banga and Gaur Empire. In the Allahalad Benediction of Emperor Samudra Gupta of the Gupta dynasty (approximately 350-376 A.D) mention is there of a remote eastern region named 'Dabak'. At the end of thirteenth century the Muslims occupied Dhaka. Historically, the name of Dhaka was first seen inscribed on a stone in Arabic, which belonged to Sultan Rokanuddin Barbak. The period of this stone inscription was 1460-1475. Subsequently in 1554 the name of Dhaka appeared in a map prepared by a Portuguese Sailor named De Baros. In 1610 (in another view 1608) Subedar Islam Khan of Emperor Jahangir Landed in Dhaka to subdue the powerful feudal princes and established his capital here.  The town was named Jahangirnagar after the name of Emperor Jahangir.

Dhaka’s past history is of course glorious. History reveals that among the leading towns in the world during eighteenth century Dhaka was one and in the rating it occupied twelfth place. From olden times Dhaka has been a Muslim majority town. Its name is the city of mosques.

b.
Dhaka Today

Bangladesh earned independence through the War of Liberation in 1971 and since then Dhaka has been the capital of independent Bangladesh. According to the recent information catered by the United Nations the mega city of Dhaka is the 22nd largest urban agglomeration in the world and by 2015 its population will stand at 19.5 million. Then its position will be the fifth largest urban agglomeration of the world (Islam Nazrul, 2001).
Dhaka is situated on the north bank of Buriganga- a branch of the river Dhaleswari. The present Dhaka is located at northern latitude 23043 and eastern longitude 90025. On its north are Mirpur, Banani, in the east Goran, Bashabo, Demra, in the south Buriganga and in the west Nababganj, Gabtali comprising the thickly populated Dhaka city of the present day. This city is mainly divided into two segments old and new Dhaka. The old Dhaka is situated on the bank of Buriganga covering 24.5 square miles of the entire Dhaka city. The new Dhaka starts from the northern fringe of old Dhaka.

c.
Area and Population

According to the preliminary report on the population census of 2001 the area of Dhaka district has been 1463.60 square kilometer and its population at 85,78,533. In 1951 Dhaka was a town of 3,35,928 people, that means in 50 years Dhaka’s population has increased 30 times. In the present century there is hardly any country in the world where the population growth has been so rapid like Dhaka. Of course in the meantime the boundaries of Dhaka city has expanded by 88 square miles (Islam, Nazrul (ed), Urbanization, Urban Planning and Development and Urban Governance, CUS, Dhaka, 2001, P- 141). In BBS survey of 1991 this vast metropolitan area has been mentioned as Mega city in place of the previous statistical Metropolitan Area. There are 100 wards, 725 mahalla and 22 police stations.

Chapter III
3.1
OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL FACILITIES


IN DHAKA CITY
The population of Dhaka has been increasing day by day but compared to that the recreational facilities are very scanty. Due to the insufficiency of outdoor recreational facilities people have been dependent upon TV and satellite, some are tilted towards umpteen criminal activities and turning into terrorists. At present the places in Dhaka city providing outdoor recreation notably include parks, lakes, cinema halls etc. As of now, there are 46 parks in Dhaka and about 17 lakes among which Dhanmondi Lake, Crescent Lake and Gulshan Lake are notable. There are 8 Museums here the principal ones are the National Museum, Liberation War Museum, Science Museum etc. Including 2 Drama stages on the Baily Road there are a few stages for drama and cinema halls. There are quite a few historical places in Dhaka among which Lalbag Fort, Ahsan Manzil Chhoto Katra, Bara Katra, etc are mentionable. In Dhaka there are 5 Libraries under the Ministry of cultural affairs besides a few private and personally owned ones. Among the government owned libraries Sufia Kamal Public Library, National Public Book Center (Jatiya Gono Granthagar) and Bangladesh National Public Library and among private ones Biswa Shahitya Kendra, The British Council etc are notable. For the purpose of this research the parks, lakes, libraries, historical places, drama stages and cinema halls were observed, some of their particulars are described below:

3.1.1
Park and Lake

Table A

A Few Notable Parks and Lakes Within Dhaka Municipal Area
	Managing Organisations
	Park/Lake
	Area (acre)
	Scope for Use

	Arboury Culture Public Works Department
	1. Ramna Park & Nursery

2. Osmany Uddyan & Auditorium.

3. Suhrawardy Uddyan.

4. Jatiya Sansad Bhaban yard (north & south plaza).

5. Zia Uddyan (Chandrima Uddyan)

6. Dhanmondi Lake (including Ministers res.)  
	63

85

80

58

77

15
	Universal

“

“

Protected

Universal

Protected

	Dhaka City Corporation
	1. Ramna Shishu (children’s) Park 

2. National Shishu (children’s) Park

3. Bahadur Shah Park

4. Gulshan Park and Lake
	12

16

0.2872

8.9700
	Universal

“

“

“

	Forest Department
	1. National Botanical Garden

2. Baldha Garden
	
	Universal

“

	Livestock Directorate
	3. 1. Zoological Garden (Zoo)
	230
	Universal


Source: a.   Arboury Culture, Public Works Department. Bound book 1993-94.

b. State Department, Dhaka City Corporation.

c. Siddique, MMR (1990).

a.
Ramna Park 

It is one of the oldest parks of Dhaka representing our cultural heritage. Long before Bangladesh earned independence this Ramna Park was established in 1949. At present two organisations, namely, Arboury Culture and the Directorate of Public Works jointly share the responsibility of supervision and maintenance of Ramna Park and Nursery. Its area is 63 acres. On the other hand, Dhaka City Corporation takes care of Ramna Shishu Park and Car Park. It is a 12 acre out fit. Ramna Park is open to all for use freely. When this Park was in the process of establishment there were 71 species of plants/trees here. The survey of May 2000 revealed that the species of plants/trees were 124 in member. There is a restaurant but the prices of food are very high. At the foot of the Ramna Banyan Tree functions like welcoming rainy season, Bangla New Year Mela including different other programmes are organized. The recreation thirsty people participate in these functions. Besides, at different time of the year various exhibitions are organized here. In spite of its being infested with manifold problems, the park’s massive area, and its quiet, soothing, cool, verdure environment has been a major attraction to the recreation thirsty people of the city.

b.
National Botanical Garden
In terms of area the National Botanical Garden is the biggest among all the parks and open compounds within Dhaka municipal area. “Botanical Garden” is its popular identity. It is located by the side of the zoo at Mirpur area. Managed and supervised by Bangladesh forest department this Botanical Garden’s area is 208 acres. It is open to all and fee for entry is Tk 5.00 per head.

c.
Sangsad Bhaban
Established in 1962 the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban (National Parliament Buildings) at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar has been the central point of Bangladesh government’s administrative process. It was erected in 1962 on the basis of the blueprint drawn up by the internationally reputed Architect Louis Kahn. The entire area of the Sangsad stands on a total land measuring 251 acres. Within this area there are MP hostel, employees quarters, lake, gardens etc. According to the research under discussion the North and South plaza of Sangsad Bhaban fall within 58 acre of its compound including the park and open place around. The Jatiya Sangsad area (excluding the central building) remains open to all excepting when the parliament is in session. Due to the inadequacy of park and lake facilities in Dhaka city the Jatiya Sangsad area has turned out to be a main venue for recreation to the city residents.

d.
Suhrawardy Uddyan
It is located on the fringe of Dhaka University. Under the management of Arboury culture, Public Works Department, this Uddyan is linked to the memories of Dhaka’s part in the war of liberation. Established on 80 acre land the total space of the garden has been considerably squeezed now. During the last Awami League government “Shikha Chirantan” (eternal flame) was erected here adjacent to the Shishu Park. On the other hand, on the ground besides the Teachers Students Center (TSC) hundreds of trees were felled to erect the “freedom tower” encompassing a large area at a cost of Tk. 200.00 cores. It’s construction work is in progress. Where, compared to the size of Dhaka city population the number of park facilities is very inadequate the area like Suhrawardy Uddyan is being squeezed instead of maintaining and developing it.

e.
Osmany Uddyan
It is situated at Dhaka’s life center Gulistan area. Thousands of busy people converge here every day to relax and for recreation. However the people visit this place more for rest than for recreation. Arboury Culture, Public Works Department Supervise this 85 acre garden. In the absence of any entry fee people of all classes have access to this place. Among such visitors, drivers, beggars, peddlers and drug addicts flock here in larger number. Very few people of Dhaka city prefer this place for recreation. During the previous government hundreds of trees were cut down, ruining the garden. There is no service facility, including toilet, here. The environment is dirty and unclean. Located though in front of Dhaka city corporation central office its present pitiable environment continues to present a glaring example of neglect and inattention on the part of the concerned authority. 

f.
Zia Uddyan/Crescent Lake
It stands besides the official residence of the Prime Minister and in the proximity of Jatiya Sangsad Bhavan. To many it is known as Zia Uddyan as well. Here lies in eternal rest late President of Bangladesh Ziaur Rahman. The lake adjacent to it is known as crescent lake. It is being looked after by Arboury Culture, Public Works Department. It’s total area is 77 acres. Since it open to all and no fee is charged for entry all classes of people come here. Besides the graveyard of late Ziaur Rehman being located here many to level political leaders visit this place on occasions. Zia Uddyan is one of the leading places for recreation in Dhaka city. A bailey bridge over the crescent lake connecting the road on the rear of Sangsad Bhaban and Ziaur Rahman’s Mausobum and two fountains on either side of the bridge have enriched the beauty of the place. It is open from morning till evening every day of the year and different classes of people visit here to meet their recreational needs.

g.
Dhanmondi Lake
The lake situated at Dhanmondi Dhaka city’s posh area is known as Dhanmondi Lake. It’s supervision is vested with Arboury Culture, Public Works Department. Including the Ministerial residences the Dhanmondi Lake covers an area of 15 acres. For the present it has turned out to be the most important recreational resort to the Dhaka city dwellers. Every day, from morning till evening thousands of people from all walks of life come to this lake. It is rated as one of the best lakes of Dhaka city. The communication system here has been made easier by a number of bridges erected at different points of the lake enabling pedestrian movement across it conveniently. It is open to public from morning to evening free of any entry fee.

3.1.2
Library
Table B

Libraries Operated Under the Ministry of Culture in Dhaka City
	Name of Library
	Period of Establishment and Location
	No. of Books
	No. of Readers
	Expenses for Book Reading
	Available Facilities

	Sufia Kamal Public Library
	1977, Shahbag
	1,36,134

(up to Jan 2002)
	31,627

(in Jan 2002)


	Free
	Photocopies for the readers. Besides, seminar Hall auditorium, canteen. 

	Govt. Public Library
	1982, Armanitola
	4,772

(up to Dec 2001)
	4,515

(in Dec 2001)
	Free
	None 

	Central Public Library Branch
	1999, Mohammadpur
	6,140

(up to Dec 2001)
	1,814

(in Dec 2001)
	Free
	None 

	National Public Book Center
	1988, Gulistan
	-
	-
	Free
	None 

	Bangladesh National Library
	1972, Agargaon
	About 

5,00,000
	-
	To take card at Tk. 15.00
	Computer, photocopier, microfilm and lamination facilities. Besides, seminar ball, one archive center and a newspaper section 

	BANSDOC
	1986, Elephant Road
	16,378 
	On average 60 a day
	No expense involved
	Photocopy machine seminar is held hers. 


Table C

Private Libraries in Dhaka City
	Name of Library
	Period of Establishment and Location
	No. of Books
	No. of Readers
	Expense for Book Reading
	Available Facilities

	Biswa Shahitya Kendra
	1978, Bangla Motor
	45,000
	Daily 50-60 on average
	No expense for reading books in the library. Borrowing requires card at a cost of Tk. 200-400 
	One auditorium and a canteen

	The British Council
	1953, Fuller Road
	26,000
	Daily 500-600 on average
	Card need 

edcost of card 450-600 taka
	Photocopier and a cyber center

	Mobile Library of Biswa Shahitya Kendra
	1998
	Total no. of vehicles 6. Accommodate about 11000 books. The 2 small ones accommodate 5000 books each
	2500 in Chittagong and 7500 in Dhaka 
	-
	-


3.1.3
Museum
a.
Bangladesh National Museum

	Location
	
	Shahbag

	Date of Establishment 
	
	17 November 1983

	Objective
	
	To unfold cultural trend of Bangladesh, its phases and multi-faceted features. 

	Number of Galleries 
	
	Total 46 galleries.

	Exhibition
	
	At the initiative of the museum itself or with national and international agencies assistance part time exhibitions are organized in the galleries or in the lobby. 

	Different Departments of the Museum
	
	Four curatorial departments are engaged at publication of the objective of the museum, supervision of collections of exhibits and research work. Department of History and classical art Department of Ethnography and decorative art, Department of Natural History Department of contemporary art and world civilization. 

	General Working Time
	
	Sat-Wed 10.30 am to 4.30 pm., Friday 3.30 to 7 pm, Thursday closed.

	Entry Fees
	
	Tk. 2 only. 


b.
National Museum of Science and Technology

	Location
	
	Agargaon, Dhaka

	Date of Establishment 
	
	October 1985

	Objective
	
	Preservation of the different science related projects and exhibition. 

	Number of Galleries
	
	4 physical galleries, namely, science gallery, industrial technology gallery, biological science gallery, information technology gallery.

	Exhibition 
	
	Subject to clear sky after dusk every Friday and Saturday locations of satellites are shown through telescope at a fee of Tk. 5 only per head.

	Special Gallery
	
	It is known as the house of stars. In this 20-seated star house locations of different stars are artificially shown. There is direct question answer session also. 

	Library
	
	There is a library on the 3rd floor.

	Visiting Time Schedule
	
	Sat-Wed 10.30 am to 6.30 pm, Friday 3 pm to 6.30 pm, Thursday closed

	Entry Fees
	
	Tk. 2 only per head.


c.
Dhaka Urban Museum 

	Location
	
	Nagar Bhaban (5th floor) Dhaka

	Date of Establishment 
	
	20 June 1997

	Objective
	
	Preservation of memorable heritage of Dhaka and research

	Number of Gallery
	
	One

	Publication
	
	The museum has its own publication.

	Working Time Schedule 
	
	Sat-Wed 9 am to 5 pm, Thursday 9 am to 1.30 pm, Friday closed

	Entry Fees
	
	Tk. 2 only per head.


d.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibar Rahman Memorial Museum
	Location
	
	Road 32 (old) Dhanmondi, Dhaka

	Date of Establishment 
	
	14 August 1994

	Objective
	
	To preserve Bangabandhu’s memory and to uphold his contribution to the War of Liberation.

	Number of Gallery
	
	A few rooms on the 1st and 2nd floors of the three storied building.

	Working Time Schedule 
	
	Sat-Thu 10 am to 5 pm, Wednesday closed

	Entry Fees
	
	Tk. 2 only per head.


e.
Bangabandhu Museum (Memories intertwining the case related to Agartala Conspiracy)
	Location
	
	Dhaka cantonment Area

	Date of Establishment 
	
	June 7, 1998

	Objective
	
	To preserve memories of Agartala conspiracy case

	Number of Gallery
	
	3

	Working Time Schedule 
	
	Sat-Wed 10 am to 1 pm and 2 pm to 5 pm, Thursday and Friday closed

	Entry Fees
	
	Tk. 2 only per head.


f.
Bangladesh Army Museum

	Location
	
	Bijoy Sharani, Dhaka

	Date of Establishment 
	
	March, 1998

	Objective
	
	Preservation and publicity of different phases related to the evolution of Bangladesh Armed Forces Tradition, successes and developments.

	Number of Gallery
	
	One

	Working Time Schedule 
	
	Sat-Wed 8 am to 2 pm, Thu-Fri closed

	Entry Fees
	
	Tk. 2 only per head.


g.
Liberation War Museum (Muktijuddha Jadughar)
	Location
	
	Segun Bagicha, Dhaka

	Date of Establishment 
	
	22 March 1996

	Objective
	
	To present to general members of the public the long heroic struggle of the people of Bangladesh through huge self-sacrifice to achieve independence and also to bring up to them dream for freedom that activated the liberation war. It is also to appraise all the freedom loving people of the world how the people of the country, irrespective of cast, creed and religion were subjected to diabolical acts of brutality during the war of liberation.  

	Number of Gallery
	
	Six

	Other Program
	
	Floating exhibition at the initiative of the museum. 

	Canteen
	
	1 no.

	Working Time Schedule 
	
	Mon-Fri 10 am to 7.30 pm, Sunday closed

	Entry Fees
	
	Tk. 3 only per head.


3.1.4
Historical Places

a.
Ahsan Manzil

The name of the palace, which is most closely intertwined, with the modern political history of the Indian subcontinent is Ahsan Manzil. At present transformed into a Museum this edifice is situated on the bank of Buriganga near Sadarghat in old Dhaka. Its original owner was Sheikh Enayetullah, Zeminder of Faridpur. His son sold out the house to a French trader and from them Khawja Alimullah purchased it in 1835. In 1872 Nawab Sir Abdul Gani renovated it and gave a new name Ahsan Manzil. This building comprises 31 rooms at present and on its lop there is a large dome shaped structure which can be seen form miles away. Furniture and articles used by the Nawabs are displayed in 23 galleries.

b.
Lalbag Fort

This historical fort situated on the northern bank of the river Buriganga passing by the south of Dhaka city was built in 1678 by Shahjada Muhammad Azam, a son of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. The fort is carrying the memories of the bloody confrontation of 1857 for freedom from British rule. There are eight quite tall gateways for entering into this rectangular fort. 260 anti British spay were stationed in this fort. Within its boundaries lie the mausoleum of Pari Bibi, Lalbag Mosque, Durbar Hall and Hammam (bathing place) of Nawab Shaista Khan. From east to west elongated the area of this fort is 2800 ft. On the west of the fort there is a pond. It is said that the corpses of the local solder killed during the sepoy mutiny in 1857 were thrown in this pond. About 130 feet on the west of this pond there is a 2 storied Durbar House built in a rectangular shape. 275 feet away on the west of the Darber House there lies the mausoleum of Pari Bibi. In this country this is the only architectural instillation where use of rare types of stones is seen. Black stones from Rajmahal, grey sand stones from Chunar and white marble stones from Jaipur were brought and affixed here. 

c.
Baro Katra

It is located at Swarighat area. In 1664 this Katra was built for the residential accommodation of Subedar Shah Suja by his Dewan Abul Kashim. It was originally situated between Chawkbazar and Buriganga River. Now the course of the river has moved further south over the years and many buildings have risen up in the space on the middle between the river and the Katra. It is difficult to imagine its original scenario  looking at the present condition of the Katra. Voille wrote in 1822 that Baro Katra, situated in the center of Dhaka town is a gorgeous, beautiful and a massive building. An idea can be derived from Renel’s map about the original plan of the Bara Katra. It was encircled by a line of buildings around a square in the center. The main gates were on north south direction. The painting by Voille in 1816 gives an impression that the gate of the Bara Katra on the north was then in a state of ruin. But now the entire Katra is in the process of destruction. It is however possible even now to save some of its parts if an effort is made.

d.
Choto Katra

200 yards east from Bora Katra, the Chhoto Katra is situated on the bank of Buriganga River. It is said to have been built by Subedar Shaista Khan in 1663 for his residence. Its plan doesn’t have much dissimilarity to that of Bora Katra but in size it is smaller than the latter.

e.
Hussainy Dalan

360 years ago form today, the historic Imam Bara Hussainy Dalan was created in 1642 A.D. Syed Mir Murad the Naval Chief of Subedar Shah Suja, son of Emperor Shahjahan of Delhi built it near Bakshi Bazar of the present day. Much of this building sustained damage during the earth quake of 1897. At the initiative of Nawab Ahsanullah Hussainy Dalan was rebuilt in its present shape and structure.

f.
Bahadur Shah Park

Bahadur Sah Park has been a witness to many historic events occurring over the past 100-150 years. At the end of the eighteenth century there was a small building here housing the club for the Armenians of Dhaka. The   inhabitants of Dhaka have named it as “Antaghar”. Most probably, at the beginning of the nineteenth century the British bought the Antaghar. But very soon in consequence of its being dilapidated, it was dismantled and in its place reshaped like a small ground. Antaghar ground earned reputation or bad-reputation in 1857 when, on the offence of association with the movement for independence (known as sepoy mutiny) the first ever in the sub-continent, a few innocent sepoys were hanged to death here. When Queen Victoria assumed the rule of India in 1858 that declaration was read out from this Antaghar maidan and since then it was renamed as Victioa Park. Nawab Abdul Gani personally rendered his help and assistance to the development of this park. On the occasion of the centenary of sepoy mutiny 1957 a memorial edifice was erected and the Victoria Park was given a new name of Bahadur Shah Park.

3.1.5
Stage Drama and Cinema

a.
Stage Drama

The Places Where Stage Dramas are Perform in Dhaka City

	Place
	Name of the Auditorium

	Bailey Road
	Mahila Samity Mancha

	Bailey Road
	Guide House Auditorium

	Shahbag
	Showkat Osman Auditorium

	Gulistan
	Mahanagar Natya Mancha


b.
Cinema Halls
Some Notable Cinema Halls of Dhaka City

	Cinema Hall
	Place
	Cinema Hall
	Place

	Sangit and Git
	Jurain
	Balaka and Binaka
	New Market

	Diana
	Postagila
	Mukti
	Raer Bazar

	Star
	Islampur
	Punam
	Raer Bugh

	Moon
	Islampur
	Ananda
	Farm Gate

	Lion
	Patuatuli
	Chanda
	Farm Gate

	Chitra Mahal
	English Road
	Purnima
	Kawran Bazar

	Azad
	Jonson Road
	Shamoli
	Shamoli

	Manosi
	Nobabpur
	Parbat
	Gabtoli

	Neptune and Avisar
	Tikatuli
	Beauty
	Gabtoli

	Madhumita
	Matijheel
	Asia
	Mirpur 1

	Jonaki
	Naya Paltan
	Sony
	Mirpur 2

	Agaman and Atithi
	Basaboo
	Purabi
	Mirpur 11

	Padma
	Malibag
	Shagorika
	Cantonment

	Razia and Rajmoni
	Kakrail
	Sainik Club
	Cantonment

	BDR Auditorium
	Pilkhana
	Garrison
	Cantonment


Chapter  IV

4.1
EXPERIENCE GAINED FROM OBSERVATION

4.1.1
Historical Places

The historical places which have been visited as a part of the research, are: Lalbag fort, Ahsan Manzil, Chhoto Katra, Baro Katra, Baddhya Bhumi (Slaughter Ground), Mausoleum of the Intellectuals, etc.

In all these places the common problem witnessed was lack of easy communication. Being located on the fringe of the city much trouble is encountered to reach them. The management of Lalbag fort is reasonably good. But it didn’t appear to have been protected. There is no parking lot for vehicles at Ahsan Manzil. Inside it lack of care was observed. No caretaker was sighted at the Badhya Bhumi. Hence the status of the memorial monument is not being properly maintained. The mausoleum of the intellectuals being open to all after dusk different types of drug addicts flock here together. The places like Baro Katra and Chhoto Katra being in ruins for long they are known only by their names merely. The Chairman of the Department of Geography and Environment Dr. Baqui says that our historical places have been bereft of their financial value by half only due to lack of awareness in us. Besides, the governments themselves have also destroyed many such historical places.

4.1.2
Drama and Cinema

There is a remarkable inadequacy of art-based recreation in the crowded city of Dhaka. Those art based media, viz. drama stages and cinema halls were also observed to have been not out of problems. The guide House Auditorium and the Mahila Samity are the two main places in Dhaka city where dramas are staged. There is yet another venue at Mahanagar Natya Mancha. The lighting system at the Mahila Samity is though an ideal one its location is not. Here the number of fans is scanty and there is no canteen. About the Guide House Auditorium the notable things are that its green room, roof and inadequate number of fans have been problematical. Although dramas are staged in the Showkat Osman Auditorium of the public library it is not an ideal place for staging drama anyway. Besides, mainstream drama is scarcely staged at Mahanagar Natya Mancha and its environment is also not congenial. Vagabonds and trashy people create nuisance here. Cinema- the artistic medium of recreation is deeply engrossed with manifold problems. Observation revealed that only at Madhumita Cinema hall a good environment prevails for middle class to visit. Besides, very few cinema halls, including Chhando, Razia, Parbat, Manoshi, Mukti, and Lion have adequate facilities for the viewers. This is limited to the labour class and low-income group of people. On the other hand, television falls within the taste of the middle-income group. For example, in Indian films are produced with big budget based on high standard stories. That’s why all go to cinema halls. On the contrary in Bangladesh films are produced with low budgets based on incoherent, below standard stories. As a result excepting a particular class of people, others do not go to cinema halls.

4.1.3
Park and Lake

The parks and lakes visited were Ramna Park, Suhrawardy Uddyan, Baldha Garden, Zoo, Shishu Park, Shishu Mela, Wonderland, Dhanmondi Lake and Park, Gulshan Lake and Park, Crescent Lake, Zia Uddyan, are notable. Considered in totality, the atmosphere in these parks and lakes is not at all suitable for recreation. Many city dwellers visit in-group Ramna Park, Sangsad Bhaban, Zia Uddyan, and Dhanmondi Lake for morning walk. In the evening as well, the same scene is seen. The people come to these places for enjoying (inhaling) pollution free air. But the visitors in the evening are reported to have been falling prey to snatchers in the comparatively quiet points of these places losing their purses. The muggers flock in groups of two or three around the parks and pry on the visitors in the opportune moments totally unawares. In the security duty of Dhanmondi Lake there are a number of Security guards employed by the government aided by a few private security guards hired for the purpose. But due to their negligence to duty incidences of snatching continue there regularly. Suhrawardy Uddyan has practically no vacant space to be used as walk ways. Osmany Uddyan can rather be described as stand for a rickshaws and tempo and horse-pulled carts instead of a park. Immediately after sunset the locale around the Sangsad Bhaban presents the scene of a literal fair as a result many people assembling there. The Botanical garden is located at Mirpur area. Many unsocial activities or incidences often take place in this garden encircled by a large number and species of trees and plants. Baldha garden is a place of rich heritage. But while moving within the garden an impression would be inevitable that it is a colourless, dampened sort of an artificial park. The Zoo, Shishu Park, Wonderland etc. are mainly dependent upon recreation for the children. The conditions of these places are roughly good although the time-barred toys of the children park are kept in operation through repairs and maintenance. Instance of irregularities and corruption of in the Zoo is abundantly reflected from the famine beaten faces of the animals there and their deaths in succession. The Gulshan-Baridhara is gradually being squeezed in size owing to the irresponsible attitude of the concerned authorities. The water of the lake is being frequently polluted. The well-planned Crescent Lake having been covered by concrete and brickwork on all the four sides, even almond shells thrown on them appear to be garbage.

4.1.4
Library

Among the city libraries observed the notable ones were : Sufia Kamal Public Library, Government (Public) Library at Armanitala, Central Public Library at Mohammadpur, National Public Book Center. Bangladesh National Library, BANSDOC Library, The British Council and Biswa Shahitya Kendra.

At Sufia Kamal Public library it was observed that pages of books were torn, some with marking and wild, uncivil remarks. Many useful books have been destroyed due to lack of proper care. It was observed that the library in charge of Armanitala Government Library was provided with residential accommodation within the premises. Here most of the lights were found out of order or damaged, the toilets dirty and without any lighting arrangement. At the entrance of the library a grocery, and parking lot for rickshaws and hand pulled carts was seen. Besides, heaps of garbage was noticed at the gate and people freely urinating along the boundary wall were also observed. In spite of adequate number of book available in Mohammadpur Central Public Library lack of due care was intriguingly observed. At the gateway of the National Public Library hawkers were seen spreading their merchandize for sale and the library being located in the fourth floor of the building much of its importance seemed to have been lost. Here one has to inhale obnoxious and stinky smells of the toilets while climbing the stairs to the library. Due to lack of publicity the Bangladesh National public library at Agargaon is yet to be popular among the public. However, its overall management has been excellent. BANSDOC Library too would need enough publicity. The environment in Biswa Shahitya Kendra was also found to be quite agreeable. This library is ever humming with activities due to sizeable assembly of the readers and through different functions organized here. The British Council is an amazingly nice and popular library. Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed says that in the field of information based recreation library is incomparable. Libraries in our country too have their limitations. 4-6 percent people read books. When people read books they would need to have a degree of thinking power. But such thinking power is not required to watch television programs. In order to popularize library at least one may be installed at each part of a ward. Through opening of book reading program in the school syllabus the number of readers can be augmented. To reach books to the people the best approach would be to arrange mobile libraries.

4.1.5
Museum

The museums of Dhaka city visited and observations conducted on their working and other facets, were National Museum, Ahsan Manzil Museum, Dhaka City Museum, National Museum of Science and Technology, Bangabandu Memorial Museum, Mukti Joddha Museum, Bangladesh Army Museum, etc.

Although there is arrangement for providing guide to the visitors no such guide was available at the National Museum. Room no 26 of the museum meant for waiting room for the visitors did not appear to be adequate. No standard canteen has been arranged here. Ahsan Manzil Museum is run under the control of the National Museum. The yards outside Ahsan Manzil did not give a clean look anyway. Due care is not taken of the garden. At one corner of Ahsan Manzil there is a small shop for food but the cost is a little high.

The overall condition of Dhaka City Museum, National Museum of Science and Technology, Bangladesh Army Museum is roughly satisfactory. 

4.2
RESULTS OF THE SURVEY
4.2.1
Personal Information

· In total 901 male and female participated in this survey among them 52.3 percent were male and 47.7 percent female.

· Respondents comprised mostly students. They were 43 percent.

· The survey was mainly conducted on middle-class families. About 88 percent of the respondents had monthly family income between Tk. 10,000 and 25,000

· A little over one-third (34.9 percent) of the respondents belonged to the age group of 18-22 years. Only 6.2 percent respondents were 38 years or above age.

· 53.8 percent of the respondents were graduates or with higher education than that. Respondents from primary or secondary level of education comprised 4.4 percent.

· Respondents participating in the survey on average, living in Dhaka for the last 16 years.

4.2.2
Main Findings

· About 66 percent of the respondents go to parks, at least once a year for recreation and followed by maximum visits to the historical places (about 48 percent). Besides about 40 percent of the respondents go to the lakes of the city. But the interesting information was that the participants in the survey were watching stage drama far less than visiting any other place of recreation (only about 18 percent). It is generally thought that the middle classes of Dhaka City are used to see stage drama. But the results of this survey have brought up some how different picture. Among the places of parks, lakes, historical places, libraries, museums and stage dramas, those visited by the respondents mostly they are arranged chronologically according to the frequencies; Ramna Park, Dhanmondi lake, Lalbag fort, Public Library, National Museum and drama stages on Baily Road.

· At these recreation centers youths (18-32 years), students, roughly educated (HSC, BA) and middle-income (Tk. 10,000 to Tk. 16,000) group of respondents frequent most.

· Notable aspect has been that different professional (e.g. Doctors, Engineers, Bankers, even Govt. employees) very seldom go out of their houses for recreation. Interestingly among those who go to the cinema halls the number of student and educated respondents is bigger (54 and 76 percent respectively). The reason cited by the respondents has been that they would go to the cinema halls only when English movies of healthy streams were exhibited.

· Comparatively, from among the places of recreation, the respondents expressed their most minimum satisfaction in respect of parks and cinema halls (31.3 and 38.2 percent respectively). In the cases of historical places and lakes the percentage of satisfaction in the respondents has been a little over 50. The degree of satisfaction in the cases of stage drama, library and museum has been between 53 and 71 percent.

· About the opinion expressed by the respondents on the reason for satisfaction were, ad seriatim, cleanliness in the Places, good management, security and comparatively less noisy areas.

· Likewise, in respect of parks and cinema halls, the degree of dissatisfaction among the respondents has been more than with regard to the other places of recreation comparatively. The reasons for dissatisfaction have been: dirtiness, fear of snatching and extortion in the places, insecurity and unsocial activities.

· 41 percent of the respondents or some of their known ones have fallen prey to vexatious incidences sometimes at different places of recreation in the city. Among them the most intriguing ones had been black mailing, hijacking and teasing (27.0, 23.7 and 19.0 percent respectively). Normally, the males confronted with incidences of hijacking and blackmailing and females with teasing mostly. Still then, the amusing part of the whole thing has been that those who were victims of teasing 33.8 percent of them were males. The male respondents who escorted the females to the parks, lakes, etc they were the ones who were teased.

· Most of the respondents took blackmailing for snatching away money or valuables during strolls either alone or male-female in pairs threatening them with police interception or by other kinds of threats.

· The places where incidences of harassment as revealed in survey, were the highest were: Ramna Park, Sangsad Bhaban area, Chandrima Uddyan and Botanical garden. The men at Ramna Park and women at Sangsad Bhaban precinct were harassed most. 

· In order of their choices the places for outdoor recreation to which the respondents have attached highest importance, have been lakes, historical places and libraries (68.35, 65.55, and 61.88 percent respectively). On the other hand, only 29.9 percent respondents would prefer cinema halls for recreation.

Chapter V
5.1
CONCLUSION

Through this survey effort has been made to unveil a picture of the outdoor rest and recreation for the middle class of Dhaka city. Indoor recreation has not been taken within the ambit of this research. It is true that indoor recreation has been one of the biggest media for entertainment of this thickly populated and poverty stricken city of Dhaka. Still then, indoor and outdoor recreations are mutually exclusive. Since the aspect of “governance” is linked to outdoor recreation, it has been taken as the objective and the middle class in particular, has been retained as subject for this research.

The field level survey for this research has very strongly upheld the aspect of security outdoors. In the course of their stroll in the city parks, lakes etc. two fifths (41 percent) of the respondents (or their familiar persons) have been subjected to various types of harassment. Some fell prey to snatching, many trapped in blackmailing. The notable information in respect of blackmailing has been that many of the respondents were blackmailed by none other than the members of the law enforcing agencies that is the police themselves laying traps for the strollers. Most of the incidences of blackmailing, teasing, etc occurred during male and female walking together. In the eases of harassment incidences Ramna Park, Sangsad Bhaban premises and Chandrama Uddyan have been the most unprotected and insecure areas. The concerned authorities, particularly the newly elected Mayor of Dhaka city is expected to look into the aspect of strengthening the security system of these places of recreation of the city. It is also imperative to affect development of environmental management of these places, such as proper maintenance of trees and plants, normal flow of water in the lakes, cleanliness of the internal roads of these places and their surroundings.

The visitors to the libraries are mostly young. It has been observed that, the conditions of government-managed libraries are pitiable. Their external environment is also not good. Since the youths go to the libraries in bigger number, many of the respondents have been found to be in favour of establishing ward based libraries preferably. The City Corporation and the private sector can both take such initiative to install libraries at community and mahalla levels as well. The respondents have been all in praise of Biswa Shahitya Kendra’s mobile library.  Installation of libraries at community/mahalla level could serve as a means to a healthy and educative recreation for the youths.

There was a notion that the middle class saw stage drama. But quite surprisingly the survey reflected an altogether different position showing the actual status at absolutely lowest rung. On the basis of the opinions of the respondents it can be said that stage drama is for a particular class of viewers. Educated and artistic minded people are going to see stage drama. Besides, there are infra-structural disadvantages in stages and auditoriums. By observation also infra-structural difficulties and disadvantages in stage drama were also palpable. Many respondents have said that tickets for stage dramas were a bit costly. The external environment of Mahanager Natya Mancha established at the behest of the government has been repulsive to the general viewers.

In one word Dhaka’s cinema and the atmosphere, vis-à-vis, the standard of the cinema halls have been beyond the taste of the middle class. They no longer go to the cinema halls, a good number of respondents considered cinema as a good medium for recreation but would go there only when foreign pictures with good taste were exhibited in the halls. Most of them belonged to the younger generation. In spite of that they would not go to all the halls excepting to a few selected ones.

The respondents have suggested that the museums and the historical places should have necessary and appropriate guides. For the purpose of rest and recreation the historical places were rated as the second highest among all other places. It was observed that excepting Lalbag Fort alone none other was being maintained properly. In order to retain the rich heritage of the places like Chhoto Katra, Bara Katra, Baddhya Bhumi area, Ahsan Manjil, etc. in Dhaka city and other places of historical importance spread all over Bangladesh, it is necessary that they are maintained properly.
5.2
RECOMMENDATIONS

In the present research quite a few problems facing the existing recreational facilities of Dhaka Municipal area have emerged. The sincerity of the concerned authorities in containing the problems of the recreation centres under urban management is doubtful and unsatisfactory. It seemed that much of the popularity of the recreation centres has been reduced due to this.

Backward transportation system, traffic jam, weak security system, nuisance created by undesirable elements, backward management and cleanliness, etc mainly have been identified as the major causes contributing to the waning of popularity of the recreation centres. Respondents participating in the survey have made some suggestions for improvement of Dhaka’s recreation system. The surveyors feel that the concerned authorities would take these suggestions of the city dwellers seriously and with due importance and in the interest of developing the recreation system of beautiful historical city would take early necessary steps.

a.
Park and Lake

· The police Administration will have to be stiffer and uncompromising for containing/stopping snatchings in the existing parks and lakes and police excesses.

· The city mayor will have to play the role of a more dynamic, good administrator so as to ensure that all the officers perform their individual responsibilities properly and there is accountability. The Engineers will have to be accountable to the mayor for accomplishing all work in appropriate time.

· There should be coordination between organisations in the conduct of the activities in a systematic manner.

· The technological and physical facilities of the parks and lakes should be expanded.

· The Urban management is dependent upon the central government in conducting its programmes. Due to fund constraint the city Authorities are not able to take important steps at times. The main source of income of the city management is from holding tax. However, the quantum of income may be raised through ticketing system for entry to the parks and lakes.

b.
Library

· Establishment of library area-wise.

· Development of standard of the existing libraries.

· Making the libraries more attractive through necessary reforms.

· Collection of new books and arrangement for maintenance of old ones. 

· Effecting expansion and publicity of libraries.

c.
Drama and Cinema

· Development and improvement of the overall environment within and outside of stage drama auditoriums and cinema halls.

· Building new, modern stages for drama and expanding the facilities of the existing auditoriums.

· Entry fees should be accessible to the majority and tickets easily available.

· Developed cinema halls with modern facilities to be built.

d.
Museum

· The security system should be strengthened to restrain smuggling out of antiques form the existing museums.

· Publicity and expansion of the museums to be effected.

· The museums should be made more attractive in order to popularize them.

· It will be good to publish articles or books written by famous writers towards publicity of the museums.

· Required number of guides to be arranged.

e.
Historical Place

· Enhanced financial allocation from the government is necessary for appropriate maintenance of the historical places.

· By way of introducing them as spots for tourism these places, if reformed and maintained in the required manner, can on one hand, retain history and our heritage and on the other, the government will be able to earn huge revenue form them.
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Appendix II
List of the Experts Interviewed

1. Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed, Director, Bishwa Sahitya Kendra, Dhaka

2. Professor Dr. A. H. M. Abdul Baki, Chairman, Department of Geography and Environment, University of Dhaka.

3. Nurul Islam Nazem, Professor, Department of Geography and Environment, University of Dhaka.

4. Tapan Kumar Das Gupta, Chief Town Planner, Dhaka City Corporation

5. Ms Sara Zaker, TV and Film Actor, Chairman, Group Theater Federation

6. Shanker Sajoal, TV and Film Actor
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