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First 100 Days of the Present Government

1.
 Introduction

The idea of first hundred days, especially declaration of different programmes, activities, and its implementation during the first 100 days is new in Bangladesh. Being elected on the 1 October 2001 election, Begum Khaleda Zia, the new Prime Minister declared a 25-point programme in an address to the nation on 19 October 2001 (See Appendix 2). The concept of 100 days is popular, especially in a country like Bangladesh where it takes time to get rid of the difficulties posed by the outgoing government (as is usually claimed by the incoming government).

It is difficult to assess the government only on the basis of the first hundred days performances. Still, opposition parties as well as analysts see this early period as the plinth and begin to examine the first hundred days of the new government. Keeping this in mind, Democracywatch has carried out an opinion survey in 10 districts of Bangladesh to find out citizens’ view regarding the new government. The survey had mainly three objectives:

1. To assess peoples’ opinion on issues, which have evolved during the first 100 days of the new government.

2. To find out citizens’ views regarding the planning, implementation, and development of the first 100 days programme of the present government.

3. To measure general people’s views on the performances of the government and opposition.

2.
Summary of the Findings

2.1. 
Law and Order Situation

· About half (50.1 percent) of the respondents think that law and order has improved during the first hundred days of the present government while about one-thirds (34.3 percent) think situation has not improved.
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Figure 1

· Those, who have voted for different parties in the 2001 general election, are politically divided about the present law and order situation. 72.6 percent of those who voted for the 4-party alliance think law and order has improved during the first hundred days. On the other hand 15 percent of those who voted for the Awami League think that situation has improved.

· About half (50.1 percent) of the interviewees think that terrorism is not supported by the top echelon of the government. This is particularly interesting in cases of the respondents who voted for the Awami League; 38.1 percent think terrorism is being supported by at the top level where 31.3 percent think the opposite. 11.4 percent of those who voted for the 4-party alliance opined that terrorism is being supported by at the top level of the government. 

· Though the interviewees expressed their satisfaction during the interview about the law and order situation, they opined that their final opinion would depend on the next steps of the government. 

2.2.
 Minority Issue
· Out of 2919, 13.4 percent (391) of the respondents think that incidents of minority oppression have occurred after the 2001 election. 
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Figure 2

· Of this 391 respondents, 67.5 percent were Muslims and 31.5 percent were Hindus; 39.4 percent voted for the AL while 36.1 percent voted for the 4-party alliance. Among these respondents 46.3 percent heard about minority oppressions from others and about one-thirds (25.6 percent) have witnessed minority oppression. 

· Among those who witnessed minority oppression (25.6 percent), 76.0 percent of them voted for the Awami League and 13.0 percent of them voted for the 4- party alliance in the last election. 

· Of the 391 respondents, 52.9 percent think that minority oppression took place due to political reasons. 18.2 percent said it was caused by some social factors (conflict, property issue, individual or family clashes etc.). 16.4 percent opined that the incidents of minority oppression were fake and mostly political propaganda. 4.3 percent respondents think the incidents occurred due to religious reasons. 
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Figure 3

· The government has more or less controlled the minority issue but failed to some extent said 51.1 percent. 17.6 percent think that government has addressed the issue properly. However, 11.4 percent think the government has failed to address the issue. 

2.2.1
An Incident of Minority Oppression: A Case Study

Jagabandhu Das’s family has been living in Beltoli Das Para, 4-5 k. m. away from Mymensingh town for long two hundred years. On October 22, 2001 at about 10 p.m. some boys of Das Para demanded money from Nashutosh Mohapatra, son of Jagabandhu Das to buy sweets on the eve of Durga Puja. Nashutosh knew almost all of them. Some of the boys are: Shukur Ali, Mofazzal, Shuruj Ali. He told them to come on the next day and have ‘puja prasad’. Having failed to grab the money, after a while, the boys threw pieces of bricks at the ‘Puja Mandap’. On the spot, everyone present tried to obstruct them. About 4-5 persons were wounded in this incident. Constable Faruq, who was in charge of the security, observed the whole thing along with many other inhabitants of the village.

On 23 October 2001 at about 11 a.m. influential villagers including the troublemaker’s fathers set together. The troublemakers’ fathers begged apology for what their sons did to Jagabandhu, Nashutosh and others.

On 24 October, the matter spread over the adjacent areas. Again some recognized persons including the present and ex-chairman of the locality, local Awami League and BNP leaders and people from the surrounding areas had a meeting. Nashutosh later asked the boys to apologize, which they did. Thus the problem was solved.

2.2.2
Media Approach of the Incident

But national dailies the Ittefaq and the Janakantha published news on this incident on Thursday, 25 October 2001. Ittefaq and Janakantha reported that some miscreants attacked the puja mandap of Jagabanshu’s house in Beltoli and smashed a ‘protima’ where 5 were wounded.

A representative of Democracywatch went to Beltoli along with Mr. Santosh Chakrabarti, the General Secretary of Mymensingh Puja Celebration Committee, Professor Bimol Kanti Dey, a social researcher, and explorer of Bir Protik Tramon Bibi. Among others the Democracywatch representative talked with Jagabandhu Das, Nashutosh Mahapatra, Constable Faruq, the DC of Mymensingh Mr. Jafar Ahmed Chowdhury and the SP of Mymensingh Mr. M. A. Hanif. Both Jagabandhu and Nashutosh told Democracywatch representative that it was a very trifle matter. In fact there were no such incident. The problem was solved in a meeting and they were well. The said that everybody in the village respects us, some people have twisted the matter intentionally. 

2.3. 
Oil - Gas Export Issue

and Price-hike 

· The respondents (76.2 percent) expressed their discontent regarding the price-hike of essential commodities. 89.8 percent of those who cast vote for the AL and 68.5 percent of the 4-party alliance voters are dissatisfied with the price-hike. More or less, all income-groups have expressed their dissatisfaction. 

· The present government started a debate regarding the export of oil and gas before the citizens. 38 percent respondents informed that they knew nothing about this issue. However, 38.4 percent think government has managed to keep this issue under control. At the same time 23.6 percent think government has lost the debate. 

2.4.
Performance of the Government

and Opposition Party
· The implementation progress of the Prime Minister declared 100 days’ programme is satisfactory, said 38.8 percent respondents. 29.3 percent expressed their dissatisfaction. 55.6 percent of the 4-party alliance voters and 11.2 percent of the AL voters said they were satisfied with the development of the 100-day programme. 
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Figure 4

· Two-fifths of the graduate and post-graduate respondents (40.8 percent) informed that they were happy with the way 100-day programme was being implemented. 

· Two-fifths (40 percent) of the respondents expressed satisfaction regarding the first hundred days of the new government. 37.8 percent said the performance was average. 18.3 percent of the interviewees expressed dissatisfaction.

· On the other hand, 16.5 percent of the respondents expressed satisfaction with AL’s performance as the opposition. 31.2 percent said that AL’s performance was average. 45 percent of the interviewees opined that AL’s performance was unpleasant during these 100 days.   

2.5.
Popularity as Leaders
· As a leader Khaleda Zia was ‘very reliable’, said 32.8 percent and 16.9 percent said that Sheikh Hasina was ‘very reliable’.

· Again 15.1 percent said Khaleda Zia was ‘least reliable’ while 31.3 percent thought Sheikh Hasina the same.

· Of the illiterate respondents 18.4 percent expressed that Khaleda Zia was ‘very reliable’, which went 22.3 percent for Sheikh Hasina. Of the respondents who were graduates and post-graduates, 31.4 percent thought Khaleda Zia as ‘very reliable’, which was 13.1 percent for Sheikh Hasina.

· 55.3 percent of those who cast their votes for the 4-party, thought Khaleda Zia ‘very reliable’. On the other hand 54.7 percent of the AL voters thought Sheikh Hasina  ‘very reliable’. 

3.
Respondent’s Profile

	Gender:
	
	%
	
	Type of area:
	
	%

	Male
	
	64
	
	Rural
	
	48

	Female
	
	36
	
	Urban
	
	52

	Age:
	
	%
	
	Religion:
	
	%

	18-30 years
	45
	
	Muslim
	
	83

	31-45 years
	40
	
	Hindu
	
	16

	46-60 years
	13
	
	Christian
	
	01

	60+ years
	02
	
	
	
	

	Average age 34 years


	
	
	
	

	Education:
	
	%
	
	Occupation:
	
	%

	Illiterate
	
	10
	
	Agricultural Labour
	09

	Primary
	
	15
	
	Day labours
	05

	Up to HSC
	44
	
	Professionals
	05

	Degree or above
	31
	
	Service-holders

	18

	
	
	
	
	Businessmen
	19

	Monthly Family Income:
	
	Housewives
	25

	
	
	 %
	
	Students
	14

	Up to Tk. 5000
	
	44
	
	Unemployed
	03

	Tk. 5001-Tk. 10000 
	34
	
	Others
	02

	Tk. 10001-Tk. 20000
	
	17
	

	Tk. 20001-Tk. 30000
	03
	

	Tk. 30001 or over
	02
	

	Average family income Tk. 8264
	
	


4.
Conclusion

The present government came into power with an enormous people’s mandate. Naturally people’s expectation from the government is high. There are some reflections of these expectations in the 100 days’ initiatives of the BNP government. Although it cannot be expected that the new government will be able to address all of these expectations within this short time span, a comprehensive measure is necessary to assess the overall situation.

In spite of the fact that the situation hasn’t improved expectedly in many areas like the law and order situation, the interviewees responded cautiously. Most of them answered that law and order situation has improved. Many of the respondents informed our interviewers that their opinions were due to the government’s standpoint and first round initiatives. Public opinion may be changed on the government’s future initiatives and activities.

One thing that is clear from this survey conducted in 10 districts of the country that the issue of minority oppression has been publicized a bit exaggeratedly. Of the 13.4 percent respondents who informed of minority oppression in their areas, most of them identified politics as the main reason for this. However, most of them thought the government failed to address this issue. The respondents also opined that in most cases the government’s co-operation and assistance was inadequate.  The interviewers expected that policy-makers as well as the stakeholders of the society will take this survey seriously. 

Appendix I

Methodology

10 districts were included in the sampling frame. Of the chosen districts, 6 are divisional cities. Other 4 districts are: Comilla, Mymensingh, Faridpur and Rangpur. 16 Upazilla and 4 City Corporation area and 45 union/pouroshava within the above 10 districts were used to conduct the poll. In every selected union/pouroshava, by random sampling, 2 polling centers, on average, were chosen from the gazettes published by the Bangladesh Election Commission.  In every poling center, on average, one in 7 families was chosen. From this chosen family a person aged 18 or above, was requested to give his or her opinion.  In case of the chosen person’s refusal to be interviewed, another person was taken after skipping 7 families on an average.  In the process a total of 2919 persons were interviewed. Each interview took 20 minutes.

10 questions were put in order to know the background of the respondents.  The main questionnaire had 11 close-ended questions. 30 skilled interviewers under 6 supervisors completed the interview phase.

Before conducting the interview, 2 polling centers, which were similar to the chosen poling centers, were selected to pre-test the questionnaire.  The questionnaire was finalized on the basis of the pre-test results. After the interview phase, each questionnaire was coded and data were entered into computers.  For these entries a specially designed database program was used.  Statistical package SPSSWIN was used to present the findings.

Surveyed Upzillas/Thanas Under Different Districts

	Upazilla/Thana
	District
	Upazilla/Thana
	District

	Chittagong City Corporation
	Chittagong 
	Faridpur Sadar
	Faridpur 

	Sitakunda
	
	Char Vadrashan
	

	Dhaka City Corporation
	Dhaka
	Khulna City Corporation
	Khulna

	Dohar
	
	Fultala
	

	Mymensingh Sadar
	Mymensingh
	Rajshahi City Corporation
	Rajshahi

	Valuka
	
	Bagha
	

	Sylhet Sadar
	Sylhet 
	Rangpur Sadar
	Rangpur

	Bishawnath
	
	Pirgonj
	

	Barishal Sadar
	Barishal
	Comilla Sadar
	Comilla

	Gouranadi
	
	Candina
	


Appendix II

25-Point Agenda for First 100 Days

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in her address to the nation on 19 October 2001 outlined 16 specific work programs and 9 others related to manpower development to be undertaken by her government in the next 100 days. The programs are as follows:

1. Observing day of thanksgiving for making the four party alliance victory.

2. Starting the process of confiscating illegal arms, arrest of identified terrorists and their trial.

3. Organizing a national convention against terrorism in Dhaka.

4. Opening of all educational institutions and stopping all terrorist activities in the campuses.

5. Starting the process of cancellation of the Public Safety Act and Special Powers Act.

6. Start the legal process of releasing persons detained without trial and political detainees.

7. Canceling all previous unjustified administrative orders.

8. Taking initiative to remove indiscipline and irregularities at Chittagong and Mongla Ports and airports.

9. Unearthing the real causes of share market debacle in 1996 and completing the process of identifying the persons responsible.

10. Restoring the lost confidence of local and foreign investors in the stock market.

11. Starting judicial probe into the sensational bomb explosions.

12. Formation of citizen’s committees for law and order at mahallas in villages and towns by including local noted persons.

13. Enquiring into all allegations of corruption, identifying the corrupt persons and starting their trial.

14. Observance of December 16 next as 30th anniversary of victory of Liberation War

15. Setting up a committee on observation of 50th anniversary of the Language Movement on February 21, 2002.

16.  Sending special teams abroad to make request for increasing garment quota as well as manpower export.

Instead of holding unnecessary and luxurious international conference like NAM, some international seminars of immediate importance for the country will be organized. For the development of manpower, the computer education, learning of foreign languages and motor driving would be encouraged. As part of its plan government would arrange 
1. An international seminar on Arsenic.

2. An international seminar on increasing youths’ interest in computer.

3. Initiative to establish cyber cafés in the main district towns with a view to building up computer networking.

4. Starting work for establishing language laboratories in six divisional towns. Service related courses on Chinese, Japanese, French, Arabic, German and English languages would be started which would benefit the youths for employment abroad.

5. Fresh initiative to teach English language in all government educational institutions.

6. Initiative for establishing government motor driving schools at all main district towns.

7. Introduction of special bus services for working women in the capital city.

8. Initiative to establish advance drivers institute for improved training to the drivers of trucks, lorries, coaches, buses and taxies.

9. Establishing accident research center to find out the causes and accidents on roads and waterways and minimizing those.
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