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AL getting more coverage in electronic media :  

Democracywatch Survey 
 

The Awami League is getting more coverage in the electronic media than the BNP even after the 
formation of the caretaker government about a month ago.  
 
It appears from a media watch report compiled by Democracywatch that the Awami League got 
68 percent of coverage against the BNP’s 32 percent in the BTV from July 20 to 26. In ETV, AL 
got 65 percent of coverage while BNP 35 percent. In Bangladesh Betar, the coverage for Awami 
League was 62 percent and for BNP 38 percent.  
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From July 27 to August 2, coverage for Awami League was 64 percent and for BNP 36 percent 
in ETV, Awami League 55 percent and BNP 45 percent in ETV and Awami League 54 percent 
and BNP 46 percent in Bangladesh Betar.  
 
This scenario started changing from August 3. In seven days until August 9, Awami League got 
45 percent while BNP 55 percent in BTV, AL 62 percent and BNP 38 percent in ETV and AL 49 
percent and BNP 51 per cent In Bangladesh Betar.  
 
Democracywatch released the report at a press conference yesterday. The report was compiled 
after monitoring BTV, ETV, Channel-I, ATN Bangla, Bangladesh Betar and BBC for three 
weeks. The Voice of America was also monitored during the period.  
 
In respect of individual coverage from July 20 to August 9, Shelkh Hasina topped the list in 
BTV. She received 28.03 percent, followed by Khaleda Zia 22.56 percent and HM Ershad 11.22 
percent, Matiur Rahman Nizami 4.11 percent, Zillur Rahman 5.24 percent and Abdul Mannan 
Bhuiyan 7.06 percent. In ETV, Sheikh Hasliia got 45.51 percent followed by Khaleda Zia 34.11 
pcrcent and  HM Ershad 10.48 percent, Matiur Rahmn Nizami 1.16 percent, Zillur Rahman 2.39 
percent and Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan 2.55 percent. 
According to the report, there has been a significant change in coverage of political parties by 
BTV and Bangladesh Betar since the caretaker government took over on the 15th of last month.  
 
The opposition parties were not covered by. these two electronic mediums when a political 
government was in power.  
 
The Awami League got no coverage by BTV during the BNP regime while BNP faced the same 
fate during the tenure of the Awami League government.  
 
Both Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda Zia had promised autonomy for radio and TV when they were 
out of power. But when they assumed state power, they equally used these two electronic 
mediums. 
 
According to the strength of parties in Parliament, the BNP was supposed get 53 percent of 
coverage during the BNP rule but it took 93 percent of coverage. The Awami League was 
supposed to get 55 percent of coverage during its rule as per Its strength in the JS but it took 94 
percent of coverage, the Democracywatch report said. 
Executive Director of Democracywatch Taleya Rehman addressed the press conference. Abu 
Sufian, MM Morshed, Wazed Firoj and Mostafa Shohel were present.  
 
Taleya Rehman said the present trend of coverage is more balanced than ever before. 
 

The Independent 
13 August 2001t 
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AL ‘getting preference’ in electronic media 
 
The Awami League (AL) still in a dominating position in getting coverage form the country’s 
electronic media running under both public and private ownership.  
 
According to monitoring report prepared by the Democracywatch (DW), in the last 20 days 
from July 20 to August 9, the AL was given a total of one hour 15 minutes 42 seconds by the 
state owned BTV while the Bangladesh Nationalist party (BNP) was given a total coverage of 
52 minutes 26 seconds. 
 
The same thing happened in the coverage given by the privately run ETV. The AL was 
provided with coverage of two hours seven minutes and 47 seconds while the BNP was 
allotted one hour six minutes 24 seconds for the coverage, the DW monitoring revealed.  
 
Executive Director of the DW Taleya Rehman and Coordinator Abu Sufian disclosed the 
monitoring report at a press conference at the office of the organisation Sunday.  
 
Interestingly the caretaker government got the highest position in the coverage sponsored by 
the state owned BTV with two hours 10 minutes 25 seconds, the DW monitoring report said. 
 
State owned radio, the Bangladesh Betar, also gave preference to the AL. During the 
monitoring period, the AL was allotted 20 minutes 25 seconds against the 16 minutes 50 
seconds coverage to the BNP.  
 
The caretaker government got the second position with 19 minutes 44 seconds following the 
coverage given to the AL.  
 
The DW monitoring showed the international electronic media that includes the BBC and the 
Voice of America (VOA) gave relatively more coverage to the AL than to the BNP. During the 
monitoring period, the AL was allotted 39.04 minutes by the BBC while the BNP was allotted 
17.31 minutes by the organisation. 
 
The VOA allotted 13.03 minutes to the AL against an allotment of 09.44 minutes to the NBP. 
The BBC and the VOA allotted 39.34 minutes and 11.11 minutes respectively to the caretaker 
government.  
 
The DW monitoring report observed the private satellite TV channel ATN Bangla is preferring 
BNP in its coverage while the Channel I is giving more preference to the AL in the coverage.  
 
It also observed that the BTV and the ETV broadcast news of the other political parties 
including Jamaat, Jatiya Party and 11 Party. 
 
Abu Sufian said in their nearly three weeks of monitoring it was obsrved that the ETV’s 
coverage to the AL slightly changed in the third week after a continuous preference for the 
party. 
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Coverage of Political parties &  
Caretaker government 

Duration : 20th July to 09th  August 2001 
 

Sl Name of 
Party 

BTV 
hms 

ETV 
hms 

BBC 
hms 

VOA 
hms 

Betar 
hms 

Channel 
I 

hms 

ATN 
Bangla 

hms 
1. AL 01.15.42 02.07.47 00.39.04 00.13.03 00.20.25 00.12.00 02.28.17 
2. BNP 00.52.26 01.06.24 00.17.31 00.09.44 00.16.50 00.11.00 02.45.05 
3. JP 00.19.57 00.16.49 00.00.31 00.01.46 00.06.43 00.26.20 01.09.13 
4. JI 00.10.14 00.01.25 - - 00.05.40 - - 
5. 11 Party 00.08.37 00.07.00 00.00.19 - 00.03.18 00.11.00 - 
6. KSL 00.02.04 - - - 00.00.25 - - 
7. JSD 00.05.07 00.02.21 - - 00.00.40 - - 
8. IOJ 00.05.34 0.00.25 - - 00.00.20 - - 
9. NAP 00.04.35 00.02.46 - - - - - 
10 Other 00.00.35 00.00.34 - - - - - 
� TTL 03.04.51 03.45.31 57.25 00.24.33 00.54.21 01.00.20 06.22.35 
� Total time 15.02.53 18.57.11 - - 07.47.06 - - 
11 Caretaker 02.10.25 00.50.11 0.39.34 00.11.11 00.19.44 - - 

  
The Financial Express 

13 August 2001 
�

 
BTV giving higher coverage to BNP, ETV to AL 

 
Bangladesh Television (BTV) has been giving slightly higher coverage to the BNP than Awami 
League during the last one week. News relating to BNP activities received 55 percent coverage 
in the BTV while news of Awami League got 45 percent coverage during seven days, between 
August 3 and 9.  
 
On the other hand, Ekushey Television (ETV) gave 62 percent coverage to the Awami League 
while 38 percent to the BNP during the same period. Disclosing this at a press conference. Ms 
Taleya Rehman, chairperson of Democracywatch said the BTV has been giving slightly higher 
coverage following an objection raised by the BNP leaders with the Advisor to the Ministry of 
information on August 3 last that their news was getting less coverage in the state-owned BTV. 
 
According to Taleya Rehman qualitative changes have taken place in three local electronic 
media-BTV, ETV and Bangladesh Betar during the rule of the Caretaker Government.  
 
During seven days between July 20 and 26 last, she said Awami League and BNP received 68 
percent and 32 percent coverage respectively in the BTV while the got 65 percent and 35 
percent coverage respectively in the ETV during the same period. Though the political parties 
demand fair coverage in the state controlled television after losing the power, they do not 
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bother to give coverage to the opposition when they go to power. BNP was supposed-to 
receive 53 per cent coverage in the BTV in accordance with the seats they had received in the 
Jatiya Sangsad in 1991. But they got 93 percent coverage during their rule.  

 
On the other hand, Awami League was due to receive 55 percent coverage according to its 
share of seats in the parliament in 1996 general elections. But they took 94 percent coverage.  
 
Taleya Rehman, observed that after formation of the Caretaker Government all Bangladeshi 
electronic media, including BTV, ETV have been  covering the news of almost all political 
parties. Coordinator of Mediawatch. a sister organisation of Democracywatch and Ms Moyeen 
Khan of Khan Foundation were also present at the press conference. 

The New Nation 
14 August 2001 
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Democracywatch survey 
AL, BNP getting equal coverage in electronic media 

BSS Dhaka 
 
The Awami League and BNP are now getting almost equal coverage in the electronic media 
under both public and private ownership, according to a Democracywatch survey report.  
However, the Awami League is still getting more coverage than BNP from BBC and VOA, the 
report said. Democracywatch, which compiled the survey report on the basis of media coverage 
from September 14 to 20, said Al was given a total of 25 minutes 53 seconds by the state-owned 
BTV while the BNP given 20 minutes 58 seconds during the period. 
 
In ETV, AL was provided with coverage of 48 minutes 46 seconds while the BNP was allotted 
30 minutes 26 seconds. Democracywatch released the survey report at a press conference held at 
the National Press Club yesterday. Executive Director of Democracywatch Taleya Rehman 
addressed the conference while Abu Sufian read out the survey report. Taleya Rehman said the 
previous reports showed that the AL got more coverage in the electronic media than BNP, but 
now both the parties are getting almost equal coverage.  
 
After the formation of the caretaker government about three month ago, she said, the coverage 
gap between AL and BNP was 24 percent. Whereas both the parties are now getting 47 percent 
coverage form BTV and ETV, she added. Taleya said the law and order situation in the country 
has deteriorated after the caretaker government took over.  
 
In September, 78 people were killed in political clashes across the country while 62 people were 
killed in similar clashes the previous month, the Democracywatch survey said. 
 

The Daily Star 
26 September 2001 

 
AL given more coverage in BTV, ETV 

 
The Awami League and BNP are now getting almost equal coverage in the electronic media 
running under both public and private ownership according to a Democracywatch survey on 
Tuesday reports BSS. The survey added the Awami League is till getting more coverage than 
BNP from BBC and VOA.  
 
Democracywatch which compiled the survey report on the basis of media coverage from 
September 14 to 20 said AL was given a total of 25 minutes 53 seconds by the state owned BTV 
while the BNP was given 20 minutes 58 seconds during the period. In ETV AL was provided 
with coverage of 48 minutes 46 seconds while the BNP was allotted 30 minutes 26 seconds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

AL given more coverage in BTV, ETV 



 !�

Democracywatch on Tuesday released the survey report at a press conference held at the 
National Press Club here. Executive Director of Democracywatch Taleya Rehman addressed the 
conference while Abu Sufian read out the survey report. 
 
Taleya Rehman said the previous reports showed that the AL got more coverage in the electronic 
media than BNP but now both the parties are getting almost equal coverage. 
 
She said after the formation of the caretaker government about three months ago the coverage 
gap between AL and BNP was 24 percent. Whereas both the parties are now getting 47 percent 
coverage from BTV and ETV.  
 
After taking over the office by the caretaker government the country law and order situation has 
deteriorated Taleya said. In September, 78 people were killed in political clashes across the 
country while 62 persons were killed in similar clashes in the August 31 the Democracywatch 
survey said. 
 

The New Nation 
26 September 2001 
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S.A. CHOWDHURY 
SECRETARY, INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
BANGLADESH NATIONALISTS PARTY 

100 LADBROKE GROVE, LONDON W11 IPY 
TEL & FAX: 01717276873, Mobile : 0956849328 

 
Mr. Mark Byford  
Director, BBC World Service 
Bush House  
P.O. Box 76 
Strand 
LONDON WC2B 4PH 
 
13.08.2001 
 
Dear Mr. Byford 
 
BBC BROADCAST TO BANGLADESH 
 
Kindly recall your letter of the 11th May 2001 in response to mine of 20th April addressed to the 
Director General. You assured me that your staff are trained to abide by the BBC’c principles of 
fair and objective coverage and that “the staff of the Bengali Section will ensure that any 
programmes about the election are accurate and fair” 
 
I am sorry to have to tell you that the Bengali broadcasts to Bangladesh do not seem to stand up 
to your assurances. 
 
Bangladesh is currently in the run-up to elections under a neutral and caretaker government 
which is genuinely trying to restore balance in the administration, especially in the electronic 
media. Unfortunately all my contacts in Bangladesh tell me that the BBC’s Bengali output is 
heavily biased in favour of the Awami League. Many letters in newspaper correspondence 
columns bear this out. A further proof is a report by the independent organisation Mediawatch 
Electronic published by the prestigious newsmagazine JAIJADIN and some other newspapers. 
According to this report, in the week 22nd to 28th July the BBC’ Bengali broadcasts gave 21.33 
minutes of coverage to the Awami League as opposed to only 09.05 minutes to the other main 
party, Bangladesh Nationalist party. 
 
One manifestation on the bias is in the choice of commentators and analysts. These are mostly of 
pro-Awami League affiliation. One particular example is Mr. A B M Musa. He is frequently 
presented by the Bengali Section as an objective commentator and analyst in utter disregard of 
the facts. Mr. Musa was BBC’s correspondent in East Pakistan in the late sixties and was 
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dismissed for his strong pro-Awami League views. He subsequently joined the Awami League, 
fought elections on that party’s platform and served under the Awami League government. He is 
commonly regarded as a spokesman and one of the staunchest publicists of the party. 
 
May I request you to kindly and urgently look into the matter, remove the causes of the bias and 
restore a balance in the Bengali Section’s broadcasts to Bangladesh? 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

cc. Mr. Gregg Dyke, Director General, BBC, Broadcasting House, London W1A 1AA   
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 BTV ETV Channel i 
 News Progra

ms Total News Progra
ms Total News Progra

ms Total 

 h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s 

AL 3:52:0
1 3:01:46 6:53:

47 
8:12:1

9 9:00:43 17:13:
02 

0:21:0
7 5:36:27 5:57:

34 

BNP 4:14:3
8 2:30:05 6:44:

43 
7:03:4

1 5:00:12 12:03:
53 

0:21:0
4 6:22:00 6:43:

04 

JP 1:34:0
9 0:37:08 2:11:

17 
1:05:0

6 4:02:09 5:07:1
5 

0:00:0
0 2:22:55 2:22:

55 

JI 1:08:4
9 0:28:00 1:36:

49 
0:07:4

9 0:34:22 0:42:1
1 

0:00:0
0 0:00:00 0:00:

00 
Other

s 
2:28:3

7 3:21:12 5:49:
49 

0:31:1
4 2:40:43 3:11:5

7 
0:00:0

0 1:55:40 1:55:
40 

 
ATN Bangla Betar BBC VOA  

News Programs Total News News News Total 
h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s h:m:s 
0:09:34 21:10:47 21:20:21 1:23:29 3:31:32 0:42:47 57:02:32 
0:07:17 28:42:13 28:49:30 1:30:51 2:59:10 0:41:33 59:32:44 
0:00:30 3:40:43 3:41:13 0:29:26 0:19:28 0:09:25 14:20:59 
0:01:01 0:41:50 0:42:51 0:22:51 0:07:28 0:03:30 3:35:40 
0:02:06 3:11:48 3:13:54 0:28:09 0:10:59 0:00:35 14:51:03 

 
Notes: 
BTV : Taken 8:00 pm Bangla &10:00 pm English news & all Political Programs. 
ETV : Taken 7:30  & 11:00 pm news & all Political Programs. 
Channel i & ATN Bangla : Taken all Programs & News ( From 5 October 2001 ) 
Betar : Taken 7:00 am,12:00,3:00,4:00,6:00 & 8:30 pm news . 
BBC : Taken 2:00, 7:30 & 10:30 pm  news . 
VOA : Taken 10:00 pm news. 
 


